
 Early in October, the Church Council began looking at 
the First Baptist Church Mission Statement and asked the 
question, “How do we practice our Mission Statement at 
FBC?” From that question, we began reading the book 
Simple Church and had a Church Council Retreat November 
14-15 where we discussed the process for discipleship at 
FBC. Our goal was to come out of the retreat with a process 
for discipleship that God had given us and we believe God 
used the FBC Mission Statement, the Scriptures, Simple 
Church, the retreat and each other to develop a process for 
discipleship that we are really excited about. 
 The process for discipleship that God led us to is not 
another program, but a way of being the Church: Worship, 
Grow, Serve. The process comes from our Mission Statement 
that says we are to Love God, Love our Neighbors, and Serve 
Others. You  had a chance to hear the development of the 

new process for discipleship at First Lunch last 
Sunday and we encourage you to bring any 
questions you may have to a Church Council 
member and let us talk more with you about the 
new process. We know the idea is new and we 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

Our Mission 

 

First Sweetwater exists to 

LOVE. We love God by  

worshipping the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, and by loving 

our neighbors. We love others 

by serving as Jesus served. 

 

8 Deacon Christmas Party 
11 Nursing Home Birthday Party 
11 Church Council Meeting 
13 Men’s Breakfast 
14 Children’s Presentation 
14 Adult Presentation 
14 Celebrate the Season Meal 
17 Churchwide Caroling 
17 Choir Christmas Party 
18 Church Office Open House 
24 Christmas Eve Service 
31 Citywide Youth New Year’s Eve Bash 
 
 



A Thank You from the Missions Team... 

 As we experience this special season of the 
year, there are, quite honestly, mixed emotions for 
many of us.  Busyness … financial strain … 
remembering a loved one that has passed … 
 Paramount to the Christmas story is the 
theme of HOPE!  Hope is not to be confused with 
“wishful thinking” at all!  Jesus was born, lived a 
sinless life, gave his life as a perfect sacrifice for our 
sins, and was raised from the dead!  All that has 
been fulfilled!  Can there be any doubt that His 
promise to never leave nor forsake us should give 
hope?  Knowing that the One who was able to 
accomplish all that is the same One who promised 
to return … HOPE! 
 FBC Sweetwater … let’s be proactive this 
season!  When we see people struggling, let’s share 
the hope that we have found in Jesus!  That is the 
best gift we can give to others this Christmas! 

A Word from David... 

 Advent is a special time of year when we come together as a Church during the Sunday 
School hour and celebrate the birth of Jesus together as the Body of Christ. 
 Too often, we miss the Baby in the Manger because we are caught up in the hustle and 
bustle of Christmas. This is why we celebrate Advent as a Church. Together we can slow down and 
experience the Hope, Joy, Love and Peace that comes with the Christian Season of Advent. 
 Together may we say with the angels, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among humans with whom He is pleased.”  

 In this special season of giving, the 
Missions Team would like to thank the 
church family for their generosity and for 
showing love to our community. We can 
preach "Love one another" and we can say 
we love others, but until we put action to 
those words, they are just empty, 
meaningless expressions. You have 
continually exhibited your love and put 
action to your words this fall, through 
school supplies, Thanksgiving food 
baskets, gifts of clothes and toys for Angel 
Tree, food for the food pantry and many 
other ways. There will be more 
opportunities to show your love and share 
God's love in the coming new year. Please 
pray about God's plan for outreach, our 
ministry in this community, and how you 
can get involved.  

A Word from the Pastor Search Team... 

 I wait for the Lord, my soul does wait, and in this 
word do I hope. My soul waits for the Lord more than they 
that watch in the morning—Psalm 130. 
 Joy comes through obedience to Christ and joy results 
from obedience to Christ. 
 With Vision there is Hope, with Hope there is Peace, 
with Peace there is Joy, and with Joy there is Love. 
 Each week God continues to guide the pathways for 
the Pastor Search Team to follow and we feel His presence as 
we continue to seek His Will. 
 We thank you for your prayers and we ask that you 
continue to Hope and Pray that His Will Be Done. 

A Word from S.S. Council... 

A Word from the Men’s Ministry 
Team... 

 Merry Christmas from the Men’s Team!! 
 We hope everyone had an excellent and 
joyful Thanksgiving.  Exciting things have been 
happing this fall at First Baptist Church: new 
members, baptisms and lots of good eating. 
 Speaking of eating, remember our last men’s 
breakfast for the year will be held Saturday 
December 13, at 8:00am.  Our illustrious Judge 
Glen Harrison will lead the devotional on the third 
floor after our breakfast.  Additionally, we will have 
the first annual Men’s Team Christmas Auction 
after the devotional. 
 Bring a wrapped gift (gag or serious) that 
costs less than $10.00.  These gifts will be 
auctioned to the highest bidder, with the proceeds 
going to the Men’s Ministry Team.   
 So mark your calendar for December 13, 
2014, at 8:00 am; we promise good eats, great 
fellowship, a great lesson from Glen and great fun 
with the auction.   
 In the meantime please contact any of the 
team members if we can be of service and God 
bless you all. 

          The Women’s Ministry Team 
wishes you a very happy and blessed 
Christmas!  Let us pause to remember 
Jesus Christ and always be filled with 
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love!  Let us be 
strong and courageous to say JESUS IS 
LORD! 
     The Women’s Ministry Team 
continues to serve/love the community 
by participating in the BSM at TSTC.  
We continue to teach/love our church 
family by presenting an Advent study 
during the month of December.  We 
have loved/ministered to our church 
family by our November Hospitality 
Team successfully serving a funeral 
luncheon for the family of one of our 
beloved church members.  We have 
ministered to our sick/hospitalized 
church family with food, cards, visits 
and phone calls. 
     We are willing to serve our church 
family in any way possible.  Please let 
us know if we can serve you!  We are 
limited in knowing all the needs of our 
church and do not want to miss 
anyone!  If you have a need, please call 
the church office or the following Team 
members: Judy Clayton, Lisa Eaker, 
DeeAnna Lay, Betty Martin, Amanda 
Morrow, and Lavada Tucker. 

A Word from the Women’s 
Ministry Team... 

Cumulative Receipts &  
Expenditures Through October 

 
Undesignated Receipts 

$350,179 
 

Undesignated Expenditures 
$375,907 

 
Undesignated Operating Fund 

Balance 
$8,061 

 
October  

Connecting Generations Receipts 
$3,817 

Financial Update... 


