
Dunamis 
Lesson 3 - Tower of Babel 

 
 

Series Objective:  Students will learn: 

 That “Dunamis” means “powerful” 

 God is powerful and God’s power is displayed in and through the stories 

of the Bible 

 That the Bible begins with a powerful act of God in Genesis 1:1 

 That the powerful acts of God in the Bible give us a picture of how God’s 

power affects our lives today 

 

Series Theme Verse: “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 

earth.” Genesis 1:1 

 

Lesson Objective:   

 Students will understand: 

 God is the only God 

 We should only worship God 

 We learn about God through reading the Bible 

 

Lesson Passage:  Genesis 11:1-9 

 

Lesson Materials:  painting or other work of art, blocks/building items, timer, small 

group leader sheets, attendance sheets, assistant leader sheets, Response 

Cards 

 

Big Room Set Up: Five groups of chairs, column lights on, pick up trash and make 

sure stuff like coats and school books are out of the way and neat, vacuum if 

needed, Five sets of building materials (one by each set of chairs) 

 

Small Group Room Set Up: Table with chairs, Response Card for everyone, 

Writing utensil for everyone, cleaned and straightened for meeting in (vacuum if 

needed), Leader sheet 

 

 

 

 



Intramural Challenge:  

 Point out your large supply of blocks/sugar cubes/paper/tape/etc.   

 Ask:  If we were to build a tower with this stuff, how tall do you think we 

could go?  

 Then say:  Each group will work together to build a tower, but must do it in 

total silence! 

 Explain that no one may talk or communicate in any way—including 

gestures.  Set the timer for three minutes.  When time is up, measure the 

towers and award/subtract points.   

 Say:  Let’s build it again, and this time one person will communicate 

through gestures.  Have teams decide who’ll gesture.  Set the timer for 

three minutes.  Then build your tower, measure its height, and 

award/subtract points when time is up.   

 Finish the game with a final round. 

 Say:  Let’s build one last tower.  This time talk and work together.  Set the 

timer for three minutes.  Then build your tower, measure its height, and 

award/subtract points when time is up.   

 Points for the Towers: 

o 10,000 for tallest Tower of each Round 

o 10,000 for tallest Tower Composite of 3 Rounds 

o 8,000 for 2nd; 6,000 for 3rd; 4,000 for 4th; 2,000 for 5th – Each round and 

Composite 

o -2,000 for each violation of rules 

 Ask which round was the hardest for each group? Easiest? Why? 

Lesson:   

 Introduction – The Painting 

o Display a painting or other work of art, preferably something that 

was given to you as a gift. Talk about the beauty of the item and 

the great skill that went into it. 

o Say, “Imagine if I started acting like this gift was something that I 

had created all by myself. Imagine I had come to church today 

bragging about how wonderful and creative I was when I made 

this object. That would be like stealing another person’s reputation. 

It would get even worse when the artist discovered I was 

pretending like the gift they made was something I did on my own. 

How do you think that artist might feel?” Allow a moment for the 

students to react, then continue. Say, “Today we look at a time 

when humans started taking credit for the gifts God had given 



them. In fact, they wanted to make themselves famous and even 

did the exact opposite of what God commanded them to do. 

When humans begin to take credit for God’s work, we see the 

dunamis of God, reminding humanity that we always need God.” 

 Genesis 11:1-4 – The Great Tower 

o Tradition holds that King Nimrod is at the center of the story, 

because he was the descendant that developed the region of 

Babylon, but the story does not say that here.  

o Here we have a story of humanity after the great flood. Everything 

was going great.  Everyone in the whole world spoke the same 

language.  Some of the people ended up living in a place called 

Babylonia. 

o The problem becomes to take shape when humanity decided they 

wanted to be famous.  They thought they could be great if they 

built a tower that went all the way to heaven. 

o So the people went to work making bricks for the great tower.  It 

was hard work but the people wanted everyone to know that they 

made the tower that reached heaven, so they just worked that 

much harder. 

o The people also convinced themselves that by building the tower 

that would stay united.  Since they already spoke the same 

language, now they would be building the tower together.  They 

would forever be together. 

 Genesis 11:5-6 – The Visit from God 

o God could see what was happening all along, but decided to 

come down to earth and see the tower the people were 

building.  God could tell the people's hearts were more focused on 

themselves and the tower than on him.  He was very disappointed 

and angry with them. 

o The problem was not as much the tower as it was what the tower 

represented: humans were making God in their image…paganism. 

o Ziggurat – Pyramid style, gate to heavens at top, stairway to earth, 

temple at bottom – used in worship of false gods. 

 Genesis 11:7-9 – The Solution 

o God said, "I see that the people think they can do anything 

because they all speak the same language.  They have already 

begun to turn away from me and soon there won't be anything 

good left, all they'll do is sin.  I will mix up their language so they 

won't understand each other, this way they won't be able to work 

together to sin against me." 

o After God said this the people could no longer understand each 

other.  It seemed like they were babbling and making funny 

noises.   All the people suddenly spoke different languages, some 



spoke French, some Spanish, others Chinese, plus many other 

languages.  They were very confused. 

o This was the beginning of the languages.  Imagine what would've 

happened if the people didn't try to build the tower in the first place 

and they focused on God instead.  Maybe we would all speak the 

same language today. 

o From there the Lord scattered the people all over the whole earth. 

 Takeaways: 

o God is the only God 

o Human pride leads to self-worship 

o To avoid idol worship, we must read the Bible and learn more about 

who God is. 

Small Group:   

 We are still early in the semester, so give students another chance to get 

to know each other. Maybe have each student tell the story of the best 

thing that has happened to them this month, or where they would love to 

go if they had $10,000 and why they would go there? 

o Remember, your goal is to build community and community comes 

through relationships. Be the first to give a thoughtful answer to the 

question so the students can begin to really know you. 

 Ask students to retell the story that was just taught in the Big Group time. 

Have them work together to retell the story. If they jump way ahead and 

say something like, “People built a big tower.” Then say, “That wasn’t the 

first of the story, how did the story start?” 

 Here are the elements of the story, in order: 

o Whole earth used same language and same words. 

o Journeying east, they found a large plain that they could settle in. 

o They made bricks to build with instead of just stone. 

o They decided to build a city. 

o They decided to build a tower to reach to heaven…or their false 

gods. 

o God came down to visit the city, and God was not pleased with the 

tower because it represented worship of fake gods. 

o God decided to confuse all the peoples’ languages and scattered 

them throughout the world. 

o The city stopped being built because no one could communicate. 

o The name of the place was Babel because God confused their 

language there. 

 Ask students, what is the most interesting part of the story to you? (Allow 

several to answer) 

 Ask students, what did you learn from the story? (Allow several to answer) 



 Ask students, what is an example of God’s dunamis in the story? (Allow 

several to answer) 

 Explain to students that the people in the story did evil because they 

began to create God in the image of humans. They basically created 

their own gods so they could do whatever they wanted. In our lives, we 

sometimes create our own gods by letting something else control our lives. 

 Ask students what we allow to control our lives or come between us and 

the true God? (Money, friends, tv, internet, snapchat, etc.) 

 Explain to students that sometimes we create God in our image and try to 

turn God into a genie. We try to make bargains with God, “God, if you will 

__________, I will _________.” God is not someone to make deals with, but 

we should follow God and what God tells us to do. Or maybe we say 

things like, “God, would like this person better than this person.” God loves 

everyone equally. Or maybe we say, “God hates their big sin more than 

my little sin.” God hates all sin equally. 

 Give each student a response card. 

 Explain to students that we all have ways that we have turned away from 

God. 

 Have them think about their lives and on the card respond to the 

question, “What do I sometimes allow to control my life, when I should be 

allowing God to lead my life?” (Possible answers are numerous, but 

maybe help them think by thinking about what takes up most of their 

time, like phones, friends, snapchat, etc.) 

 After everyone has had time to reflect and write an answer, explain that 

to follow God we need to know God and we learn about God through 

the Bible. Ask students how many of them have their own personal Bible at 

home? (If someone does not, write their name down so Tique can get 

them a Bible) 

 For those that do not have a Bible, remind them they can download the 

Bible App on their phone or iPad. 

 Explain that the bottom of their response card has a reading plan for this 

week. Reading the Bible is the best way to learn about God and they can 

start this week. 

 Point out that each day they should read the story in the Bible that is on 

their card. Have them find a partner in the group that will ask them each 

day, did you read the Bible story today?  

 As a leader, you need to be someone’s partner so they know it is 

important to you, too, to read the Bible. 

 After they have found a partner, end in a prayer like this, “Dear God, as 

we read the Bible, help us to learn more about you and your power. 

Amen.” 


