EXODUS

*Moses and the Plagues*

Series Objective:
Students will learn:

God spoke to Moses from a burning bush
God sent plagues on Egypt

God parted the Red Sea to save God’s People
God led Israel by fire and smoke

Series Theme Verse: “And God said, ‘I will be with you.”” - Exodus 3:12

Lesson Obijective: For students to understand that God is more powerful than any person or
anything.

Lesson Passage: Exodus 7-10

Materials Needed: Bibles or Copy of Story from The Picture Bible, Series Theme Verse on white
board or poster

Lesson Plan: The story of the Plagues can be difficult to tell children; however, it is a big part of
the narrative in the story of Israel. Attached is a copy of the story from The Picture Bible
that might help in telling the story to children, instead of reading from a “traditional”
Bible. The Bible is a dated, but still does a good job of being colorful to engage the eyes
of the students, putting the story in their language, and giving visuals of how Egyptians
dressed differently from modern day humans.

Talking Points: Exodus 7-10

Remind students that last week, we heard God talk to Moses from a Burning Bush
and God was sending Moses to free Israel from Egypt. Today, we are going to see
how God “convinced” the leader of Egypt to let the Israelite slaves go free.

Read the story to children either from the Bible, or the attached pages of The
Picture Bible.

Was Pharaoh happy that Moses told him God wanted Pharaoh to release the
Israelite slaves? (No, he got angry and made the slaves work harder)

How did Moses and Aaron try to prove the power of God to Pharaoh? (He
dropped his staff and it became a snake)

Was Pharaoh surprised? (No, he said his magicians could do the same trick, and
they did)

What happened to the magicians’ snakes? (They were eaten by Moses and
Aaron’s snake)

Did Pharaoh let the Hebrew slaves leave? (No)

Since Pharaoh still wouldn’t let the Israelite slaves go free, God sent ten plagues,
or really bad problems, on Egypt, but never hurt the Israelite slaves. Do you



remember what the plagues were? (Water turned to blood, Frogs, Lice or Gnats,
Biting flies, Death of Livestock, Boils on People, Hailstones, Locusts, Three Days
of Darkness, Death of the Firstborn)

After all these things happened to the people of Egypt and Pharaoh, do you think
Pharaoh let the slaves leave Egypt? (We will see next week)

The Story Retold:
Ten Plagues in Motion:
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Help students understand the plagues through motion and visual
experiences:

God turned the water of the Nile to blood — Add red food coloring to a
glass of water.

God sent frogs — Ask someone to make a frog sound, or have the class hop
like frogs.

God sent gnats — Explain that gnats are very tiny; let the children pretend
to swat gnats. (Make sure you only swat the gnats that land on you... not
on your neighbor!)

God sent flies — Ask the children to make buzzing sounds like flies; try to
“catch” a fly.

God sent a plague on the livestock — Talk about different kinds of
livestock (cows, goats, sheep, etc.) Make sounds for different kinds of
animals. Guess the animals.

God sent boils (that broke out on men and animals) — Explain that these
are sores.

God sent hail — Explain that hail is ice that falls from the sky. These were
BIG pieces. Pretend to walk around and “dodge” big pieces of falling ice.
(Be careful!)

God sent locusts — Locusts buzz around and eat everything. Ask for
volunteers to buzz around the room pretending to look for things to eat.
(Don’t eat the chair legs!)

God sent darkness (that covered the land for 3 days) — Have the children
sit while you darken the room. Discuss how you feel when it is dark. What
if the sun didn’t shine at all for 3 days? That might be very scary.

The Story and Me:

Have the Series theme verse written on a poster or white board.

Remind students of the Series Theme Verse and that all the Plagues happened
only because God was with Moses and Aaron, just like God said.

Explain the different words in the verse to the students and let them come up with
motions for each word in the verse (“God” might be pointing up).

Say the verse together using the motions.



Plague of Death

FROM EXODUS 5:22—1:5

WHEN MOSES AND AARON DEMAND THE RELEASE OF THE
HEBREW SLAVES, PHARAOH IS FURIOUS—AND MAKES THE
SLAVES WORK HARDER THAN BEFORE. IN ANGER THEY
TURN AGAINST MOSES. MOSES SEEKS GOD'S HELP AND
|5 TOLD TO VISIT /ﬂ PHARAOH AGAIN.

/“ =

SHOW ME HOW
WHEN THIS
POWERFUL YOUR 5 ROD STRIKES
~ THE GROUND, IT
WILL BECOME
A SERPENT.

AARON'S WORDS COME
'\ TRUE, BUT PHARAOH
ONLY LAUGHS.

CLEVER, 3UT
MY MAGICIANS
CAN DO THE

SAME
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BUT WHILE PHARAOH WATCHES, THE SERPENT OF AARON
DEVOURS THE SERPENTS OF THE EGYPTIAN MAGICIANS,
PHARAOH IS STUNNED...BUT HE REFUSES TO ADMIT THAT
MOSES' GOD IS MORE POWERFUL THAN THE GODS OF EGYPT,

AGAIN MOSES SEEKS GOD'S HELP... AND

AGAIN GOD TELLS HIM WHAT TO DO. IN

THE MORNING MOSES AND AARON MEET
PHARAOH ON THE BANK OF THE RIVER NILE.

AT MOSES’ COMMAND, AARON STRIKES ,
WATER WITH HIS ROD AND THE WATER
TURNS RED. Y

BATHE IN THAT
BLOODY STREAM !

YOU WILL NOT
LET THE HEBREWS
GO, THE RIVER

WILL BE TURNED

; 3

OTHES IN THE RIVER, THEY ARE TURNEP|
 BACK. MEN HAVE 0 DI6 WELLS TO GET }

IS CLEAR AGAIN, BUT STILL PHARAOH |

WILL NOT LISTEN TO MOSES' PLEA.
AND SO GOD SENDSA

DIFFERENT PLAGLE... i
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AND IN THE EGYPTIAN HOMES... |

y/ EE-EEK! A FROG )
IN MY BREAD _

[/ FROGS IN MY BED! )
1 CAN'T STAND THIS—
SEND FOR MOSES /in
AND AARON..

FIRST THERE COMES A PLAGUE OF LiCE=
LATER GREAT SWARMS OF BITING FLIES
FILL THE AIR... u% o ';3&7‘-’?"35‘ i

& L f;Wl‘~:" A -

ASK YOUR GOD TO TAKE AWAY
THE FROGS, AND 1 WILL LET

WHEN THE FROGS ARE GONE,
ARAOH BREAKS HIS PROMISE. SO

STILL ANOTHER PLAGUE DESCENDS ON EGYPT... | FROM PAINFUL BOILS.
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STILL PHARAOH KEEPS THE HEBREWS |y
EGYPT. SO A TERRIBLE STORM STRIKES..

FATHER,
WERE THE
SLAVE DRIVERS
CRUEL
TODAY ?

[ THEY ARE ALWAYS CRUEL, {
SON, BUT RIGHT Now )

THEY ARE SUFFERING
FROM TERRIBLE BOILS }
WHILE WE ARE STRONG £
. AND HEALTHY. _4

THROUGHOUT THE LAND, THE EGYPTIAN
FARMERS WATCH THE STORM WITH TERROR.

THROUGH THE LAND. AFTER A STRONG
WIND BLOWS THEM AWAY, THE DAY
BECOMES AS DARK AS NIGHT.

Y’ WILL THESE
Y TERRIBLE
sl TROUBLES NEVER
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R THREE DAYS OF DARKNESS PHARAOH CALLS
FOR MOSES AND AARON.

ILL LET YOUR PEOPLE
GO—BUT YOUR SHEEP

THEN THEY SHALL
STAY! AND YOU—GET
OUT OF HERE. IF I

SEE YOUR FACE AGAIN,
you’LL DIE!

NOL NOT A
HOOF SHALL

AND CATTLE MUST
REMAIN IN EGYPT.

QUICKLY MOSES CALLS FOR A MEETING OF THE
HEBREW LEADERS.

WAIT! WE
WILL BE SAVED—
IF WE OBEY

GoD !

FIRST-BORN

OF EVERY )
FAMILY ? &

GOD HAS TOLD ME THAT
THE ANGEL OF DEATH WILL
CROSS EGYPT—TAKING THE
FIRST-BORN OF EVERY
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