The Exile
“Daniel and the Lion’s Den”

Series Objective: 
	Students will learn:
· How Daniel and his friends lived for God in a foreign country

Series Theme Verse: “The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves.” –Zephaniah 3:17

Lesson Objective: For students to understand the story of Daniel and the Lion’s Den.

Lesson Passage: Daniel 6

[bookmark: _GoBack]Materials Needed: Bibles, Copies of Origami Lion for each student, markers or crayons, Series Theme Verse on poster

Lesson Plan: 
	Talking Points: Daniel 6	
· Remind students that we have been looking at how Daniel and his friends worshipped only God in the face of danger. Today we look at one more story where Daniel has to choose between God’s way or the King’s way.
· The king in last week’s story was King Nebuchadnezzar. Who is the new king in today’s story? (King Darius)
· Was Daniel liked by King Darius? (Yes, King Darius even planned to make Daniel an official over the whole kingdom.)
· This made the other officials jealous, what did they try to do? (They tried to get him in trouble with the king, but they couldn’t ever find anything that Daniel did wrong.)
· The other officials did not give up on getting Daniel in trouble. They knew he was devoted to God, so they tricked the King to get Daniel in trouble. What did they do? (They had the king sign a decree saying no one could worship any God but the king)
· What would happen if someone worshipped God? (They would be thrown into the lion’s den)
· Did this decree stop Daniel from praying to God? (No, he worshipped God as he always had)
· What did the jealous officials do? (they ran and told the King that someone was worshipping God and breaking the decree and should be thrown in the Lion’s Den)
· The king did not know it was Daniel and when he found out, he tried to take back the decree and save Daniel, but he could not, so what did he have to do? (He had to have Daniel put in the Lion’s Den, but he told Daniel that he wanted Daniel’s God to save him)
· Daniel was put in the lion’s den and a rock sealed it up. That night the king did not sleep, but what did he do the next morning? (He ran to the lion’s den and yelled in to see if Daniel was still alive)
· Was Daniel still alive? (Yes! He said God saved him)
· What did the king do when he found Daniel alive? (He had Daniel brought out and threw all the jealous officials who had tricked him into the Lion’s Den)
· Because of Daniel’s faith, what was the king’s new decree? (That Daniel’s God was the God to be worshipped)

	The Story Retold:
· Use the attached Origami Lion activity to reinforce the story.

The Story and Me:
· Have the Series theme verse written on a poster or white board.
· Have the students read the verse together.
· Have the students use their origami lions to say the Series Theme Verse like a puppet.
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