Fearless
Lesson 8 — Joshua

Series Objectives:
Students will learn:
e That followers of God have nothing to fear.
e Stories that illustrate God’s people living out fearless lives.
e That followers of God are called by God to live a fearless life.

Series Theme Verse: “Do not tremble, do not be afraid. Did I not proclaim this
and foretell it long ago? You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? No,
there is no other Rock; I know not one.” Isaiah 44:8

Lesson Objective:
Students will understand:
e That God works in ways we do not expect.
e That Joshua lived a fearless life.
e That Israel lived a fearless life by having faith in God.

Lesson Passage: Joshua 6

Lesson Materials:
Activity: Copies of the attached coloring page, crayons, glue or tape, scissors
Bible Story: Kazoos, VeggieTales YouTube Clip -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_ continue=1&v=QXMz20_HbgLs
Meal: Frito Pie



Bible Story:
Materials: Kazoos, VeggieTales Video Clip -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_ continue=1&v=QXM20_HbgLs

What does the word faithful mean? Let’s break it down: What does the word faith
mean? Let me explain with an example...

How many of you have ever flown on an airplane? When you get onto the
airplane do you know how to operate it in case of emergency? No! You are putting your
trust in the pilot and in the airplane. Another way to say that is that you have faith in the
pilot and the airplane to take you safely to your destination.

So if we say that someone is faithful then we are saying that we can put our trust
in them. Let’s talk for a minute today about a group of people who put incredible trust in
God.

The Israelites were supposed to go from Egypt to the Promised Land which God
had told them would be theirs. But when they got to the Promised Land they didn’t trust
God. As punishment God sent the Israelites back into the desert to wander around for
40 years. Everyone who was older than 20 when they first reached the edge of the
promised land died the time they returned.

We pick up the story as they again reach the edge of the Promised Land and
prepare to go in. Moses the man who had let them out of Egypt and through the desert
dies. Joshua is put in charge and tells the people God’s plan.

Joshua announces that in three days they will cross the Jordan River and go into
the Promised Land to take a city called Jericho. If you were going to cross a river what
might you bring or build in order to get across? A boat!

Right, and at this time of year the Jordan River would have been at its deepest.
(April/May) If you tried to cross without a boat you definitely would not make it. But
listen to what Joshua says: “Go through the camp and tell the people, ‘Get your
provisions ready. Three days from now you will cross the Jordan...” He tells them to get
their “provisions” like food and water and clothes ready but he doesn’t say anything
about a boat!

Three days go by and the people prepare to cross. The priests carrying the Ark of
the Covenant (which reminded the people of God’s presence) went first and everyone
else followed behind it. The priests got closer and closer to the water and nothing
happens.

Joshua tells us what happens as they approached the water’s edge “...as soon as
the priests who carried the Ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water’s
edge, the water from upstream stopped flowing.”

The moment the priests feet touched the water...the water separated and dry
ground appeared. All the people could now walk across with no trouble at all.

After crossing the Jordan River the Israelites expected to fight the people of
Jericho and take over the city. They expected war.

In fact, we get to listen in to two army generals talk about their battle plans...
Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of
him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us
or for our enemies?”



“Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the Lord I have now
come.” Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What
message does my Lord have for his servant?”

The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place
where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.

This must have been amazing. God meets with Joshua and together they prepare
for battle. And God tells Joshua exactly what his plan is: “March around the city once
with all the armed men. Do this for six days. On the seventh day, march around the city
seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. When you hear them sound a long
blast on the trumpets, have the whole army give a loud shout; then the wall of the city
will collapse.”

So Joshua tells the people God’s plan for them. Now think about this for a
minute... What have the people of Israel been doing for the past 40 years? They have
been walking around the desert. So the plan to take down the mighty city of Jericho is to
do more walking? This doesn’t make a whole lot of sense to our brains. But Joshua
trusts God’s plan and the Israelites walk around the city once every day for six days.

Can you imagine what the people of Jericho must have thought of them? They
might have even made fun of them. After all what can a bunch of people do just walking
around in circles?

Here’s how they might have felt...

(Show VeggieTales Video Here -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=QXM20_Hb9Ls)

(Get some volunteers to help you act out the people marching around the city of
Jericho. The kids who don'’t get picked will form a group in the middle of the room and
volunteers will walk around them like the children of Israel did. Then give a few of the
other volunteers a couple kazoos... They are the priests with the trumpets.)

Just like God had said, on the seventh day when the people finished marching
around the city and the priests blew their trumpets (Have Kazoos Blow) the people
shouted (Have Israelites Shout) and the walls of Jericho came tumbling down.

What God had said He would do He did. The people trusted God and God came
through for them. Joshua and the people of Israel lived a Fearless life, even when the
plan seemed crazy.



Activity: Horns of Jericho
Materials: Copies of the attached coloring page, crayons, glue or tape, scissors

The Activity:
e Have each student color a coloring page.
e Then cut out the shape along the solid line.
e Roll the cut out piece up and glue along the dotted line creating a

cone shape that will be the horns of Jericho.

e Show the kids how to use the horn similar to a kazoo.

The Follow-up:

e Remind kids of our theme: Fearless.

e Today in Bible Story, we are learning about how to have faith in God, even
when God’s plan does not make sense to us.

Music: Preparation for Musical on May 20.






