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serving as Jesus served. 
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Evangelism which is  
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A WORD FROM DR. MEEKS… 
 Our Pastor Search Team is deeply involved in the process of seeking the 

next pastor.  They are meeting each week discussing, reviewing, and praying over 

the resumes they’ve received recommending pastoral candidates.  In the past, 

search committees spent lots of time (and money) traveling to a new church each 

week to hear a prospective pastor.  The old method of hearing preachers every 

Sunday has now been replaced by one that practices biblical stewardship.  Today, 

pastor search teams utilize contemporary tools that enable them to research  

pastoral candidates without the time and expense of out of town travel each week.  

Search team members can listen to a candidate’s sermons on a CD, DVD, and on 

the church’s website.  Initial interviews with prospective pastors are now done 

via conference calls or Skype.  Before a pastoral search team travels to a  

candidate’s church, they have already done lots of background research to  

determine whether or not a candidate should receive a personal visit.  So don’t be 

surprised when you see the Team members present each Sunday.  They are doing 

their job.       

 Let me remind you that nothing is more important than prayer.  Please 

continue to pray for the Search Team every day.   
 
 
 

MEN’S MINISTRY NEWS... 
 In today’s world, the role of a man in his family and church is more tested 

than ever. First Baptist Church Sweetwater would like to be part of the solution to 

this challenge. 

 The Men’s Ministry Team at First Baptist Church has been up and  

running since August. Your Men’s Ministry Team consists of Stan Tucker, chair; 

Kyle Seaton, Waymon Sowell, Gene Elston, Dusty Morrow and Mike Wilks.  

The current focus for the team is nurturing relationships with God and  

incorporating them in the church body at First Baptist. 

 It is our endeavor to facilitate an environment where the males, regardless 

of age, of our church and our community can feel comfortable serving our Lord 

and ministering to His people.   

 The Team is coordinating the monthly Men’s Breakfast.  This breakfast is 

a time of fellowship, Bible study and service to the church facility.   

 We have also planned our first Men and Children’s Retreat on October 

25, 2014.  The retreat is intended for the men and their children to spend quality 

time outdoors enjoying fellowship in God’s wonderful creation (plus it will give 

mom an afternoon off)! 

 Many other activities are being planned for the future such as possible 

Bible studies, retreats and other ministries.  It is our goal to have each and every 

male member of our congregation involved in the church body, while attracting 

the non-churched to our family. 
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“Each week we feel Holy Spirit is leading us...we are asking for your continued 
prayers.” -Pastor Search Team 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS... 

     Sunday School should be a place of Community, Caring, and  

Conversation. Does your Sunday School Class commune, care, and  

converse? 

     Community...a place where relationships are built. Community is a place 

where outsiders feel safe and welcome. Community is where we serve  

together, celebrate together, and walk through the sorrows of life together. 

     Caring...a lifestyle of living out the Agape love of God for one another.  

Caring is about seeking to meet the needs of our community. Caring is a note 

of encouragement, a phone call to talk about the day, an email to say that you 

are loved. Caring is inviting someone to Church. Caring goes beyond the  

superficial acts of everyday life: caring is “Jesus love” for others. 

     Conversation...discovering God’s love story together. Conversation  

celebrates the faith journey and realizes we are in this journey together.  

Conversation means we are all teachers, and we are all learners: teaching and 

learning from one another and God’s Word. 

     To facilitate Community, Caring, and Conversation, each class needs  

Sunday School Teachers, Substitute Teachers, an Inreach/Outreach  

Coordinator, and a Fellowship Coordinator. The Sunday School Council has 

asked each teacher to evaluate their class experience over the past year, and 

we ask you as a member to do the same. Do not be surprised if a S.S. Council 

Member asks you how your Sunday School Class is living out Community, 

Caring, and Conversation as we evaluate the Sunday School Ministry. 

A WORD FROM DAVID... 

Sing a new song to the LORD, 

    for He has done wonderful deeds. 

His right hand has won a mighty victory; 

    His holy arm has shown His saving power!     

(Psalm 98:1 NLT) 

 

     You have probably heard this verse used as support for 

the idea of learning and singing new songs as a part of our 

corporate worship.  But have you ever wondered what 

else is behind this statement?   

     God’s people had no personal copies of the Scriptures.  

Stories were set to music as a way to share and remember 

from generation to generation how God had moved and 

provided for His people.  The reference to a “new” song 

was to remind that God had moved yet again!  And folks, 

He continues to move!   

     Our praises are not to a God who moved centuries ago 

alone, but our God who continues to move and provide!  

Surely … surely … we CAN sing a new song to our Lord, 

for no matter how many expressions of praise we can 

find, our attempts to fully praise Him will never reach an 

end! 

DEACON MINISTRY  
NEWS... 

 
     For Jesus, time alone 
with the Father was a  
necessity.  The Gospel of 
Luke tells us “Jesus often 
withdrew to lonely places 
and prayed” (Lk. 5:16).  
     How often do we miss 
out on blessings God has for 
us when we attempt to live 
life from our own energy?  
Mark 1:35 tells us, “Very 
early in the morning, while 
it was still dark, Jesus got 
up, left the house and went 
off to a solitary place, where 
he prayed.”  We do not 
“spend” time with God, we 
“invest” it.   
     Our quiet time alone 
with the Lord is our time to 
speak to him as our friend.  
1 Peter 5:7 says, “Give all 
your worries and cares to 
God for he cares about 
you.”   It is also a time to 
worship him, praise him, to 
love him and make  
ourselves available to him.   
     Spending quiet time with 
God is a time to personally 
restore your spirit without 
distractions and to deepen 
your relationship with Him.  
Jesus set the example for us 
concerning quiet time and 
we should consider it a 
privilege for the  
opportunity to spend time 
alone with God.  God has a 
special person to be our 
shepherd and the Deacons 
ask that you include our 
pastor search in your quiet 
time.  
 

OCTOBER  
DEACON OF THE WEEK 

 
5: JV MARTIN 

12: LARRY MAY 
19: ROBERT MOORE 
26: WATSON MOORE 

SEPTEMBER 
BUDGET 

 

Monthly 
Budget 
$43,988 

 
Undesignated  

Receipts 
$35,701 

 
Connecting  
Generations  

Receipts 
$4,666 

Crème-Filled Fellowship was a 

blast...or a “sweet” success! 

     The First Baptist Church Women’s   
Ministry Team endeavors to equip women to 
enrich the lives of other women and their  
families through Christ. 
     The Women’s Ministry Team consists of 
Judy Clayton, chair; Lisa Eaker, Dee Anna 
Lay, Betty Martin, Amanda Morrow and 
Lavada Tucker.   
     The Team is coordinating Bible Studies, 
Hospitality Ministry Teams, Baptist Student 
Ministry at TSTC, and helping with Koinonia 
Coffee. 
     A newsletter was sent to the women of the 
Church describing the Hospitality Ministry 
Teams.  The Beth Moore Simulcast held in 
September was represented by a good cross 
section of local churches.  A Shelia Walsh 
Bible study will begin on Monday, October 6 
at 10am and 6pm to involve those who work 
outside the home. 
     The six women on the team value your 
input.  We do not want to miss any chances 
for visitation or chances to minister to other 
women.  Please contact us if you are aware of 
any opportunities for us to be the hands and 
feet of God.  

A WORD FROM TIQUE... 

     Summer is over and now we turn to Fall. The days 
are filled with school and the evenings are filled with 
extracurricular activities. Our students and teachers 
have an amazing ministry field...their schools.  
     I ask you to pray for our students and teachers as 
they have the opportunity on a daily basis to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus, and they continue to spread the 
Good News of what Jesus has done in their lives.  
     I am so excited about this semester as I have seen a 
change in many of our students as they are taking their 
faith seriously and inviting friends to Church and  
sharing the love of Jesus.  I am truly blessed to serve 
alongside some amazing adult volunteers who pour 
their lives into our students from Infants through High 
School. 
     “See You at the Pole” and “Beyond the Pole” were 
great events, and we are looking forward to Fields of 
Faith on October 8. We need help, and we would love to 
have you help serve at Fields of Faith, in Sunday School, 
KidX or Wednesday Night Youth. There is always a 
place for you!  You never know what will 

happen at Wednesday Youth! 

     When you grow a crop or plant a garden, 
various preparations need to be made for  
successful results: 
1. The soil needs to be prepared by clearing 

the weeds and tilling the soil. 
2. You need to study the past results of the 

quality of seed to be planted. 
3. You should pray to God to provide the 

moisture to grow plants. 
4. As the plant grows, you should continue to 

care for it. 
     The Transition Team, with Dr. Meeks’  
leadership, has spent a year preparing our 
Church for a new pastor. 
     The Pastor Search Team has reviewed  
numerous resumes, watched and listened to 
sermons by several pastors (posted on their 
Church websites), and, over the past three 
weeks, have been visiting in the Sunday  
morning services of prospective ministers. 
     Each week we feel Holy Spirit is leading us 
toward the individuals that we have prayed for. 
     We are asking for your continued prayers for 
the ministers, their families, and their churches 
in the direction God leads them. 

PASTOR SEARCH TEAM NEWS... WOMEN’S MINISTRY NEWS... 

“Our students and teachers have an amazing ministry 
field...their schools.” - Tique 

Men’s Ministry serving free hotdogs at the 

Parade for Randy! 
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